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Discipleship is 
like walking 

into the deep 
waters of the 

ocean



Discipleship 
involves helping 
people learn to 

navigate the 
waves of culture



“We are no longer living in a 
post-Christian culture, it’s now 

an anti-Christian culture” 

Jon Tyson



GAME OF STATISTICS

HIGHER OR LOWER

*Based on research from the ”Global Youth Culture” survey by One Hope 



40% of teens say they never read religious 
scriptures on their own.



65% of teens in Europe say they never read 
religious scriptures on their own.



20% of teens display the beliefs and habits of a 
committed Christian.



7% of teens globally display the beliefs and 
habits of a committed Christian.



15% of teens in Europe report experiencing 
depression in the last 3 months.



45% of teens in Europe report experiencing 
depression in the last 3 months.



40% of teens reported feeling sexually 
attracted to someone of the same gender 

within the past 3 months. 



21% of teens reported feeling sexually attracted 
to someone of the same gender within the 

past 3 months. 



30% of Christian teens have watched 
pornography in the last 3 months.



44% of Christian teens have watched 
pornography in the last 3 months.



25% of Christian teens think it is ok for 
someone to change their body to become a 

different gender.



35% of Christian teens think it is ok for 
someone to change their body to become a 

different gender.



Culture is doing a better job of 
discipleship than we are.



Illustration by Matt Markins (Awana CEO):



As our knowledge 
of the world has 
developed, our 

maps have 
progressed

Paper Maps à Map Quest à Sat Nav à Mobile Apps



Old maps wouldn’t be effective 
for navigating today’s landscape.



Culture has changed drastically. 
So why are we still using old 

ministry models to navigate this 
new terrain?



PAIR SHARE

What are some of the old ways of doing ministry that 
you can still see churches hanging on to?



INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP 
STRATEGY1



An Intentional Balance

Educational Relational

Intentional



Intentionally Reverse 
Cultural Formation



Intentionally Tell God’s Story



Intentionally Evaluate Discipleship



Intentionally 
Focus on the 
Foundation



FAMILY-ALIGNED MINISTRY2



Church & Family Working Together

ChurchFamily



Church & Family Working Together

Church
Direction

Family
Movement



BIBLE-CENTRED MINISTRY3









PAIR SHARE

What are some of the other trends you are experiencing in discipleship?





WHAT’S UNIQUE?

1. Intentional discipleship process
2. Age-aligned scope and sequence

3. Family discipleship resources





All ages learn from the same 
Scripture at the same time.







PRESCHOOL 
CURRICULUM

• 3–5-year-olds
• Large group/small group format
• 2 videos for each session that 

teach the Bible story
• Printable activity pages
• Hands-on activities
• Downloadable resources – slides, 

videos, pages
• Coordinating Family Devotions

KIDS 
CURRICULUM

• K – 6th grade
• Large group/small group format
• Videos each session that introduce 

the Bible story (teacher-led)
• Printable activity pages
• Hands-on activities
• Downloadable resources – slides, 

videos, pages
• Coordinating Family Devotions





SMALL GROUP 
RESOURCES

• Small group studies for youth 
(middle and high school) and 
adults

• Video to guide the session
• Coordinating personal 

devotions 
• Models how to engage with 

the Bible





It is all free to you!

ü Get access to the entire 
curriculum library

ü Pay nothing because of the 
generosity of our supporters

Sign up your church today! 
BibleEngagementProject.com



PAIR SHARE

What discipleship practices have been most successful in your church?



Q & A

Feel free to contact me!
Email: jhailes@ag.org

Cell Number: 217-530-7068


